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A Letter to an Honourable Member of the 
Houſe of Commons, &c. 


SIK, 


N Obedience to your Commands, I take the bold- 
neſs to preſent you with this Paper, giving you a 
ſmall rough draught of the Nature, and ſeveral Mo- 
dels of Government, in a general Notion $5 and 

more particularly of the moſt Excellent Conſtitution of 
Parliaments, in which, after ſome fort, all Governments 
are Compriſed : And how at this Juncture of time, this 
Parliament may be managed with the | — Ad- 
vantage to the Nation, by the unanimous rrence 
of both Houſes, in order to Ena&t ſuch good Laws for 
the Glory of God, and the Preſervation of our Church 
of England ( as Eſtabliſhed by Law ) and of His Ma- 
jeſties Royal Perſon and Government, and Kingdoms: 
craving your pardon for my great freedom in preſent- 
ing you, as my worthy Truſtee, with my meaner Sen- 
timents, not any way preſuming to ſpeak my Didtates, 
but my moſt humble Addrefies, which I ſubmit to your 
more mature Judgment. 

All Government (, conſiſting in the due Admini- 
ſtration of Juſtice, and the Subordination and Obedi- 
ence of Infericur Perſons to Superiour, till we come to a 
Surreme Authority, accountable to no _ but God 
himſelf) is of Divine Inſtitution, as derived from _ 
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himſelf, the Fountain of all Power and Authority, 
Commanding Reverence and Obedience to the San- 
tions and Perions of Governours, who are more or 
lc God's Vice-gerents, as they arc intruſted with more 
or leſs Power. 

Whereupon, they being in ſome ſort particles of the 
Divine Nature, are ſtyled Gods in Holy Writ, in refe- 
rence to their Royal Funttions of their Remuncrative 
and Vindicative Juſtice. And it were to be heartily 
wiſhcd and prayed for, that all Governours, and cfpeci- 
ally the Supreme in all Nations, may truly fo participate 
of the Divine Nature, that they may be like God in 
thoſe moſt Excellent Characters of Sandity and Power, 
to Influence as well the Souls with vertuous and pious 
Inchnations, as to Command the Bodics of others by 
Cocrcive Laws. 

The Supreme Power hath divers Qualifications z and is 
Founded in one in Monarchy, in the belt m Ariftocracy, 
and in the People in Democracy, which is the worlt of 
Governments,as it is molt ncarto Anarchy and Confution: 
and therefore Vionarchy is judged the beſt, as it hath moſt 
of Unity in it, becauſe all Subjects unite in one King, as 
all Mcmbers in one Head, or as Lines in one common 
Centre: and Ariſtocracy 1s of a middle nature, more de- 
generate than Monarchy, in that it confiſteth of many 
Governoursz and more cxalted than Democracy, becaulc 
it 15 framed of the Belt. 

And theſe being premiſed, I beg the favour to ſpeak 
mine own Senſe, which ( as I conceive) is that of our 
Nation, T hat Parhamentary Governmentis the bu{t Con- 
ſtirution of all, becauſe in it all theſe are Compriſcd, 
in the King, and the two Houſes of Parliament, as his 
Great Counal. Firſt, the Government is conſtituted in 
the King, as Supreme, and ſo it is Monarchical. Secondly, 
in the Lords, as his greateſt Muniſtersz and ſo1n ſome de- 
gree 
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gree the Government may be (tyled Ariftocratical. Third- 
ly, it is in the Houſe of Commons, as the Repreſentatives 
of the People, and fo the Parliamentary Government in 
ſome manner may be called Democratical. 

Whereupon this kind of Government being united in 
the King, as the Head and Fountain of it, ts molt excellent 
and fatisfaftory ; becaule all Intereſts having a ſhare in Go- 
vernment, as they arc concerned in the Legithtive Pow- 
er, can give ſuch an account of, and make tuch an Infpe- 
(ion into the general Grievances of the Nation, and rc- 
(tific them by making fuch ſober Debarcs, and by delibc- 
rate Councils, in the matter of wholeſome Lrwsz which Be- 
ing ſtated, are made firſt Bills by the Approbation of 
both Hou'es, and are aficr wards recommended to his 
Mijcity for his Royal Atlent, as the Etlence of the Law : 
The Bills of the Lords and Commons, being only pre- 
pazatory, as giving the rough Draught ot Laws, which 
arc afterwarrls hmiſhed, as receiving thor Form, Birth, 
and Lat + tioam the Kings Royal Sk atuic. 

Wrrcretore it 1s moſt juſt and cquitable tor the Lords 
and C:mmons to pay their Duty and Revercnce to the 
King in their humble Addrefttcs ro his Viajetty, as their Su- 
preme. And I venly believe that the Ring will again 
condclcend ( out of his Roval Inchnation to do good to 
his people) to ſpeak his Returns in his Gracious Con- 
ceſſions to gratifhe the juſt Delires of his Lords and Com- 
mons: who 1 hove by all mcans polhble will endcavour 
to aporov} themfelves true Sons of the Proteltant Church, 
in bing Prous to God, Loyal to the King, and Jult to 
their Truſt repoſed m them, in the Maintenance of the 
truly ancient reformed Relicion of the Church of Exg- 
land, as the molt excellent for Purity of Doctrine, ac- 
cording to Holy Writ, and for Uniformity of Diſcipline 
as now cſtabliſhcd by Law, according to the Prattice of 
the Primitive Church, under which the Church of Exg- 
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land, hath been rendred moſt happy, (even to the Ad- 
miration,if not the Envy of other reformed Churches) in 
the Reign of Edward the fixth, Queen Elmabeth, ing 

ames, King Charles the firſt of Bleſſed Memory, and 
— et continue for many years, under the Gra- 
cious Protedlion of our now Sovereign Lord the King; 
as aſſiſted with the Wiſe, peaceable and healing Councils 
of the Lords and Commons, now allembled in this Parli- 
ament, which I ſhall pray may be made cffettual, as o 
many wholeſvme Applications to heal this diſtracted and 
blegding Church and Kingdom ; which muſt be now 
bound up by skilful and tender hands, leſt the Wounds 

row wider by their roughne and by unexperienſed 

edicines, which it improperly applicd, will prove de- 
ſtructive to the ancient and well approved Conſtitutions 
of the Church and Kingdom. 

At this junture of time, it is humbly conceived to be 

dangerous to raiſe Diſputes concerning the Secular 
and Ecclefiaftical Polity , which is the ſame or at leaſt 
the neareſt to that, immediately ſucceeding the Holy 
Apoſtles. 

And I deem it alſo very unreaſonable and of ill Conſc- 
quence, to charge the humane frailtics of the Governour, 
upon the Government it ſelf; if this Argument were 
a Subverſion (which God forbid) might be attempted 
upon the moſt excellent Conſtitutions of Monarchy and 
Epiſcopacy, the Pillars by which the Peace and Happi- 
nels of the Kingdom are ſupported in the Civil and Oo 
deſiaſtical Government. Nay, if it were lawful to take 
away the Uſe for the Abuſe of things, Chriſtianity it (Hf, 


and its moſt holy Ordinances, inſtituted by our moſt 

Bleſſed Saviour, may be c{tabliſhed, if the great Immora- 

lity and Impicty of the prophane, athciſtical Profeſlors, 

—— be imputed to that moſt Holy and Divine Pro- 
10N. 
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Wherefore it is defired by all I converſe withal, that 
the King's Great Council of Lords and Commons would 
be pleaſed at this JunQure to make no Diſpute with the 
Governours or Government fertled by Law, laying afide 
all private Differences which ( is generally conceived ) 
will tend to the Confuſion Deſtruftion of the Pub- 
lick Peace x and it is to be wiſhed, they would emulate 
the wiſe Oeconomy of Nature, whoſe Parts are fo well 
diſpoſed by an Eflential Wiſdom, in ſo Excellent a Frame 
and Order, that upon all occafions they uſe their ut- 
moſt Endeavours for a mutual Preſervation ; whereupon 

liar Bodies move contrary to their private Inclinati- 
ons, Heavy things mounting upward, and Light preſſing 
downward, to preſerve the Univerſe, in ſecuring its con- 
tinued Ordcr from all Interruption and Vacuity. 

Wherefore it is molt} humbly defired by Sober men, 
that the Lords and Commons would be pleaſed to quit 
all private Picks and Animoſities againſt cach other, wa- 
ving at this time all Diſputes of Privileges ; that the Com- 
mons would be pleaſed to give the Lords the right hand 
of Fdllowthip, as their Elder Brother, and as a High 
Court of Judicature, confilting of great Perſons of 
nour and Fortune, the Prime of the Nation ; and on 
the other fide, that their Lordſhips would be pleaſed to 
give the Commons their due Eſteem, as Perſons of Ho- 
nour and hberal Education and Fortune, and prin- 
cipally as the Repreſentatives of the Body of the Na- 
tion. 

And when any Bills ſhall be offered from the Lords to 
the Commons, or from them to the Lords, they may 
have a fair Reception with a mutual Candor and kind 
Compliance in all Propofals confiltene with Juſticez and 
that all Debates, ari berween the two ay 
be ſpeedily determined by candid Conferences, that 
of them always cſpouſing jello end ho Faris Grader 
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the Kingdom, by laying afide all FaQton, and ill Hu- 
mour may ſpeak themſelves great and good in the Eſteem 
of this and other Kingdoms by a Dutiful and Amicable 
Concurrence with his Majeſty, and with cach other ; 
may diſappoint the Expettation of our deadly common 
Encmies, who have no berrter Game to plays than the 
Contriving and fomenting Diviſions, as well between the 
Lords and Commons, as the Members ot cach Houſe; for 
it is very much feared that the Jeſaits ſhould fo blow up 
the Wild-fire of our indiſcreet Zeal, and hiſt pur the rwo 
Houſes, and then. the whole Kingdom mnto a Flame, 
which is feared, that nothing but great torients of Blood 
can quench, which God of his infinite Meicy Avert, 
that we may not be made a Prey to our Foreign Enc- 
mics: And the proſecution of Juſtice againſt the bloody 
Roman Criminals may not be obſtructed, who have moſt 
barbarouſly and ungratefully deſigned ro murder a moſt 

racious King, who out of his great Clemency hath high- 
y indulged them, who have ſpake no better returns than 
their horrid Endeavours to deſtroy his Sacred Perſon and 
Authority, and ſubvert his Government, and thereb 
pull down the beſt conſtitutcd and moſt Apoſtolick Church 
in the whole World. 

And it is very much hoped and carneſtly prayed for 
that his _— and his high Court of Parliament would 
be graciouſly pleaſed unanmouſly ro joyn together in a 
well ecmpered Zeal, aftcd with Knowledge and Meckneſs 
to preſerve this once Houriſhing Church and Kingdom 
in labouring with all Miglt and Main to woes and 


countermand, through Gods great Power and Grace, Hell 
and Rome, the Devil and the Jeſarts, and their Party : In 
order to maintain the Purity of Religion, in the true 
Profeſſion of Chriſt's holy Doctrine, and Ordinances in- 
ſtiruted by him and his Apoltles, and revealed in the Ho- 
ly Scnpture. 
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And to EnaQt ſuch found and effettual Laws, to corro- 
borate and reinforce by reducing irto Execution, thoſe 
former molt excellent Sanctions of Patliament, and when 
= are deficient to make a Suppliment of one or more 
well di new ones, to render the Popiſh Recuſane 
Convict. And in reference to it, your Honourable and 
Learned late Predeceflors, had prepared divers good 
Bills, which were rendred fruitleſs by their laſt unhappy 
Debates, which is hoped you will avoid, as Shelves and 
Rocks, which occafioned their Shipwrack. . 

And it is humbly conceived it may ſpeak a great Ad- 
vantage to the Publick, to make an Infpettion to thoſe 
Bills, which coſt ſo much Pains, Time and Confiderati- 
on before they were digeſted; giving all due Reſpett to 
your Predecetlors in all which is well dones wherein you 
will gain a nt 7 —_—_ for the preſent, and render 
your ſelves rable to ſucceeding Parliaments, be- 
cauſe ſober men are highly affefted with the Recommen- 
dation of their Anceſtors, when they have eſpouſed things 
of Honour and Juſtice: And when they are deficient in 
theſe, it will become you as, ingenious Gentlemen to be 
filent in not making ſevere Reflections upon dead or ab» 
ſent men, who are in no Capacity to vindicate them- 
ſelves. 

Whereupon it is again and moſt humbly dcfired by 
prudent men, who pray for your good Succels, that the 
moſt honourable Court of Parliament would improve 
their utmoſt Power, and molt carctul Endcavours, ac- 


companicd with Mcekneſs and Charity to cach otiiers 
Perſons, in making candid Incerpretation of the Serif. of 
others, not abounding too much in their own, in giving 
ſharp Repartics, UpOor the more grave an prof | 1+ 
Qtates of others, not receiving with Droullery thoſe ratio» 
nal and ſober Diſcourſcs, which cannot otherwite be an- 


ſwered by their more ſhallow parts. 
B 
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Ky 
And it is to be wiſhed that all due Encouragement be 
ven to thoſe, whoſe minds are ated with great Hone- 
y and Integrity, though their mcaner Education hath 
denied them the Advantage of clothing their hearry and 
ingenuous Sentiments, with polite and elegant Lan- 


age. 

5 That every Mcmber may ſpeak himſelf a Gentleman, 
and a Chriſtian, by entertaining an humble Opinion of his 
own, may give a due value to the Parts and Perſons of 
others, that by an inottenſive Deportm:mt to one ano- 
ther, and by abſtaining from all ill eempercd Zeal, you 
may keep ſo fair with Government and Governours c(ta- 
bliſhed by Law, that afl the Members having a great A- 
greement and good Underſtanding, may mott vigoroutly 
and unanimouſly ume againſt the moſt dangerous, mig- 
lent, and malicious Romaniſts, atted with Juluitical Prin- 
ciples, holding the third Luteran and other more modern 
Councils, who give a Power to the Pope to excommunit- 
cate and depoſe Kings, and conferr their Kingdomes on 
whom they pleaſe; alluming a Power of murdering Kings 
and Princes, or any Magiſtrate and Perſons of a diflent- 
ing Faith, to promote their Phanatick Religion, contrary 
to the holy Precepts and Pradtice of our Bleficd Saviour, 
who gave his Commands to render to Ceſar the things 
that are Ceſar's, paying Tribute to him through an inti- 
del Emperour, thereby confirming his own O:dinarce of 
Magiſtracy as God, and by paying his Homage of Tri- 
bute (due from him as min) to Ceſar the ſupream 
Fower. 

But theſe [cwatian Loyohſts do very much deopgate 
from Gods Great Attributcs of Juſtice ard Sar tity, while 
they contend to promote their pretended Cut olick Cauſe 
and Religion, by moſt prodigious Enormiti s of Immora- 
lity and Impiety, running quite countre toour Blulked Sa- 
viour's Holy Evangelical Preceprs, which Refine, and Eſta- 
bliſk 
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bliſh, and no way Vitiate and Deſtroy the Moral Liw. 

Theſe horrid Superciogators do ſeem ( with Reverence 
be it ſpoken ) to out-att the moſt Holy Law-giver, while 
by different Rules and Pradtices, they fet up their Own, 
and not His kivgdom; while they cnlarge the ſtraight gate 
of Heaven, by forcing their Diſciples and Profelyres to 
Enter in by Treaſon and Murder, and other horrid Crimes, 
and by giving Abfolution without Repentance, and 
damning them Erernally ( as they make them believe) if 
they make Publick C; onf.flion of their Crimes at the time 
of their Suffering as Malcfactors 3 making themſclves jult, 
do in a manner molt impioufly condemn their Maker) as 
putting 1pon him to receive the unjuſt Criminals into his 
Glory wnhout publick Contefhion and Repentance ; 
whereupon they make their Works meritorious, and ca- 
nonize Miſcreants, for Saints, who are juſtly condemned 
and cxecuted as Traytors and Murderers. 

Wherefore it is moſt ſuitable to the Principles of Rea- 
ſon and Religion in a holy Faith and a flaming Zeal to 
offer our own Hands, and Hearts to Almighty God our 
heavenly Father, and the Huly Jeſus, our molt gracious 
Redeemer, ſo to fortific us with the ſupernatural Afli- 
ſtance of his Holy Spirit, that we may chooſe rather to 
embrace the gentler flames of Fire a Faggot here, than 
enter into more horrid everlaſting Burnings hereafterz and 
by his Grace rather to reſiſt unto Blood. than enter in- 
to Communion with thoſe Monſters of Religion who cat 
their God; and molt patiently to ſubmit our (elves to the 
higheſt Torments imaginable, rather than proſtitute our 
ſelves to the Idol of Mp, wherein they contrary to di- 
vine Writ offer up the Holy Jclus many times a day, as a 
propitiatory Sacritice, who was once for all offered upon 
the Crofs, for the Sins of the whole World. 
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And I do moſt truly profeſs, from my very Heart and 
Soul, I had rather be Matlacred ten thouſand times, it I 
had ſo many Lives to loſe, and be barbarouſly made an 
Example of their moſt ſevere Malice exprefied upon me 
in the higheſt Torture imaginable, ( ever reſigning my 
ſelf by Faith and Patience into my Redeemer's hands ) 
rather than forfeit my Soul, Conſcience, and Religion, in 
a baſe Compirance with them, in their grols Superſtition 
and Idolatry, in the Adoration of the Hoſt, and in hold- 
ing thc Element of Bread and Wine in the Holy Eucha- 
rilt ( after Conſecration ) to be the Natural Body and 
Blood of Chriſt, contrary to all Senſe and Philoſophy, 
and the Words of our Blefied Saviour, who calleth the 
Wine the fruit of the Vine, after Conkecrations where- 
upon we have great Authority to believe, that the Bread 
and Wine donot fo loſe their own Nature, as to beturn'd 
into moſt different Natural and Corporeal Subſtances, but 
after a mot Divine manner made the Boily and Blood of 
Chriſt, which is moſt really and Spiritually conveyed to a 
Worthy Communicant by Faith. 

And perhaps they of a different Perſwaſion will raſhly 
judge me not to be a Worthy Communicant, becauſe 1 
am fo Ucharitablez which is their harſh Cenſure (as 1 
humbly conceive ) and not my ju't Errour, becauſe at the 
Reception of the Euchariſt, | doitrictly Examine my Con- 
ſcience, according to rettihed Reaſon, and the more Ex- 
cellent Sanctions of Divine Writ, as the moſt exat Rule 
to Examin and Inform our Conſciences by. And if they 
ſhall pleaſe in Fraternal corrcettion to Convince me of my 
Errours, out of thoſe moſt pure and folid grounds of Re- 
ligion: I do here moſt faithfully promiſe, that 1 will rea- 
dily (fabmit my felf to the Truth, ever praying, that God 
my Heavenly Father, would be pleaſed in his Grace to 
Dire@, Govern, and Santtibe me with his moſt Holy Spi- 
rit, 
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rit, in the great Momenrs -f his Glory, and my own Ever- 
laſting Salvation 5 that I may learn to quit all my Private 
Intereſt, and Judgment, and Prejudice whatſoever, that 
ſtands in oppoſition to his moſt Holy Will 

And I am ſure, that all the Sons of the Church of Exg- 
land have (o great a Charity for- the Roman Diſlenters, a 
great, if not the greateſt part (rhe Jeſuits and their Diſci- 
i excepted ) being Perſons of great Honour and ra 

cc, and would not do a baſe thing to gain the World: 
th. icfore ler us heartily pray, and uſe our utmolt Intereſt 
ard endeavours, to promnte their Convertion to the tru- 
Ivy Crholick Apoſtolick Ft 54h, much berter than the Ro- 
mar, falfely fo cilled ; and it is ighly hoped and prays 
ed for, that thee High Court of Parliament would be plea- 
ſod! ro Order fome moſt able Cleigy to inſtrut them, 
as [cu Spiritual Guides, ard to make proviſion for poor 
Converts, that they may have all due encouragement to 
enter into Communion with our Church, and that all 
truc Converts may freely enjoy all the Liberties and Pri- 
vilcges belonging to this, and moſt tervently praying that 
they at laſt may participate of the Erernal Glory of that 
more Excell-nt Kingdom. 

And becauſe Chriſt, the moſt Juſt and Holy Law-gi- 
ver, hath commanded us to render to Ceſar the things 
that ate Ceſ4r's, let us pay the King the Tribute of our 
Fortuncs, u being our Intereſt as well as Duty, to ſup- 

we his Stat. , and our felves in his Government $ that he 
w not the Sword in vain, let us ſtrengthen his Arm, 
and rende; him able to Protect us im our Extrennty : let 
us therefore give his Majeſty, with a loyal Heart, and 
an open Hand, fuct Supplics that are furtable ro his 
Juſt and G.cat Occations, that he may be male capable 
to Dif! the Fruc Catholick Crurch and Faith, His 
Roval Ve. 'm and Anthority, and the Laws and Liberties 
of his People committed to his Charge, in oppolition " 

l. 


[12 ] 
all Domeſtick and Foreign Enemies, who threaten Fire 
and Faggor, and bloody Maſſacres to all good Chriſtians, 
and an utter ruine to the Church, and Kingly Power and 
Government, as now Eſtabliſhed by Law, and a final De- 
ſolation to the whole Kingdom. 

And according to his moſt Holy Precept, above all, lee 
us render to God the things that are Gods; that his Glo- 
ry may be declared by us in the Adoration of his moſt 
Holy Attributes, and in our Obedience to his molt Sacred 
Commands; which that they may be moſt Religiouſly 
obſerved, let ſuch Effeftual Penal Laws be Enatted, or 
brought into Execution, which conce:n the ſtrict obſer- 
vance of the Lords Day, and ſuch due fcvere Puniſh- 
ments may be Inflicted upon ireligious and prophane De- 
bauchees, for Blaipheaw, Atheiſm, Swearing, Perjury, 
Drunkenneſs, and other reigning Sins ot our Nation £ 
that God out of his infinite Mercy would pwdon our 
Enoimous Offences and Tranſgiſſions : And therein 
ble his Majeſty, and his Great Council of Parltamcnr, 
and all his People committed to his Care and Protection : 
That Gods moſt Sacred Name may be cver Gloriftied, and 
we made partakers of Peace and Happineſs here, and 
Eternal Felicity hereafter. And in reference to it, it is 
humbly defired by all Sober and Religious men, that 
the Lords and Commons would be pleaſed to make joynt 
and humble Addrefics to the King, to Command Faſts 
to be Inſtiruted and Obſerved every Month; that Prayers 
and Supplications be made for rhe Church,the King,and his 
Great Council of Parliament, and for all in Authority, and 
all the People of his Realms; for the atonement of our 
Sins, and the full D.ſcovery of the Plots, and prefer vation 
of the Perſons of the Rowan Diſſenters, in their Con- 
verſion to the I rue Chiniſtian Faith. 

And to this end let us humble our fclves in Weeping, 
Faſting and Prayer, and faithfully embrace that exccllent 


Pre- 
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Precept of our Saviour, in denying our ſelves, in the 
Mortification of our ſenſual Appetites, that our outward 
man, by ſeveral ſteps and periods of crucifying our ſinful 
Luſts, be reſigned to the intire Dominion of our Soules. 
And that we may take up his Croſs in the patient ſub- 
miſtion of our Wills to his moſt holy Will; and in all our 
Troubles ard Aﬀictions ever kifs the Rod, and his gen- 
tle hand of Correttion; and by following him in his Ho- 
ly Precepts and Example, moy write after his Divine Co- 
py by our Imation of him im the Holy Flames of Devo- 
tion mn Prayer, in a well tempered Zeal with Meckneſs 
and Knowlege, in a paticrce elevated with Charity to 
our Enemies: ever religning our fclves by a molt ſtrong 
and lively Faith, in all our Trials and Suffterings, into his 
molt gracious hands; humbly proſtrating our Elves with 
a filial Fear and Reverence at the Feet of our great and 
Glorious Cicator, Preſerver and Redeemer;moſlt fervently 
mploring his Blething in all the Offices of his Mediator- 
ſhip, that he as a King, would Govern, Protect, and re- 
ward us; and as a Prophct, would teach and inſtruct us 
in the Wavs of Truth, Peace and Salvation: And as a 
Prieſt, having once facrificed himſelf upon the Altar of 
the Cro's, and now (itting at the right hard of God in 
Heaven, would intercede for us in the Pardon of all our 
Sins here, and at laſt graciouſly prefent our Soules and 
Bodics without Spot and Wrinckle to his heavenly Fa- 
ther, at that great day of his coming to Judgment. 


FINIS. 


